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vere in the attempt, and he has met with the success he deserved.
The chances of war are infinite." l

Abercromby's victory of the aSth had struck panic into the
doubting Dutch and filled the French authorities with dismay. In
all Holland there were only 10,000 French troops, of whom 5000
were concentrated in Zeeland to prevent a landing in the islands.
At any moment the Dutch army, another 20,000 men, might
follow the fleet's example. It was idle to hope for aid from Paris.
A fortnight before the French in Italy, attempting to relieve Mantua,
had attacked Suvorof prematurely and been routed at Novi, their
young commander, Joubert, paying for his mistake with his life.
With the crisis approaching in Switzerland and the Archduke
Charles marching, the Directory had its hands full.

Had, therefore, Abercromby pressed southwards along the
causeway roads towards Alkmaar he would have encountered little
resistance and might have penetrated at once into the main part
of Holland, south of the narrow neck between Haarlem and Am-
sterdam. There was every reason for doing so, for the nature of
the country was unfavourable to a quick advance in the face of
serious defence. The flat marshy pastures inside the dunes were
dissected by countless canals and dykes, confining the movement of
large bodies to the causeways. And it was already the end of August,
with the gale season approaching and die only good harbours in
the country far to the south. If ever time was precious to a com-
mander, it was at that moment.

But for four days Abercromby made no move. He was short of
provisions and water and without waggons, horses and artillery. It
was all he could do to get supplies up from the Helder. The land-
scape, soaked in rain, seemed inhospitable and unfriendly, and,-
owing to the way in which the expedition had been hurried, he was
without accurate intelligence of either the country or the forces
against him. Two brigades of ex-Militiamen who landed from
England on the 28th only seemed to increase the difficulties. His
officers were young and inexperienced. In the whole of his force
only the Guards and 92nd Highlanders had had any serious expe-
rience of Continental warfare.

Opposed to the expedition from the first, Abercromby did not
feel justified in pushing ahead with untried troops and without th^
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